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To the READER. 


HE following letter is not given 
to the public exactly in its ori- 
ginal form, when addreſſed to a re- 
ſpectable Clergyman of the Roman 
Catholic communion. It has under- 
gone ſome alterations, and is enlarged 
by ſeveral additional remarks; eſpeci- 
ally in the notes. - The whole of it, 
however, being penned in a hurry, 
and written merely with a view to do 
Juſtice to the cauſe of truth ; it claims 
no other merit, but that of being can- 
did and diſpaſſionate. If it tends, in 
any degree, to root out prejudices, 
and promote Chriſtian benevolence 
amongſt his brethren, the author's 
molt ambitious wiſhes will be gratihed : 
And he will be ever happy in the re- 
collection, that he ſhall not leave the 
world, without having, once at leaſt, 
employed the little talents he was 
poſleſſed of, to the general advantage 
of ſociety. 
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AVING now, in great meaſure, 
H ſettled both my mind and my af- 
fairs; I will begin, in a leiſure 
moment, to acquit myſelf of a promiſe, 
which I made ſome time ago, of writing 
you a long letter. My filence hitherto has 
not been owing either to forgetfulneſs of 
your paſt favours, or to any unwillingneſs 
to acknowledge them. Be aſſured that I 
T, really eſteem and reſpet you. But I 
did not chuſe to write, till I could 
unfold all my mind to you: and this 
alone is the true cauſe of my delay. Be- 
fore you receive this, I ſhall. have left the 
worthy family in which I have lived for © 
ſome years paſt in quality of Chaplain, and 
ſhall have laid aſide the functions of a Miſ- 
ſioner; being determined no longer to com- 
ply through human reſpect, with duties 
which I cannot eſteem obligatory; nor to 
ſubmit to a diſcipline which I have long 
conſidered as irrational in many points, and 
highly oppreſſive in others. The ſtudies 
| to 


to which I have applied myſelf, both when 
abroad, and ſince my return to England; 


my converſation amongſt my friends, from 


whom I never endeavoured to conceal my 
ſentiments and doubts *; and the obſer- 
vations which I have written long ſinee 
upon theſe matters, ſhould juſtify me from 
the imputation of having 1 
in a hurry, or to gratify any 

Hon, of whatever nature. 99 mY I do 4 
expect, on this occaſion, to be treated with 
candour or Chiiſtian forbearance. The 

fincere and virtuous Roman Catholic, 
full of zeal and . prejudice, , will * of 
ſended, and pity his deluded friend: The 


Bigot, wrapped up in bis own e 
orthodoxy and pe ant cant,. will talk of 


ſcandal, and thank his flars that HE us vir. 
uus: The nominal Chriſtian, whom birth, 
education, or convenience has attached to 
any particular mode of worſhip, will ex- 
claim, and ſeek in his own breaſt for thoſe 
ſordid or ſelfiſh matives, with which he 
zs himſelf actuated in all his purſuits, to 
© * eecqunt for the ſtep that I have taken: and 
Ear will pals his judgment, —— ” 


* nm 


2 * For he * of this, I a 971 e of ever Ak- 

rent perſuaſion, with whom rg ave been moſt intimately 
cunnected, and who: have occaſionally; teſtified their ſut᷑- 
, priſe at the freedom with which I liſoſed | my ſentiments 
and infiuuated my difficulties, without —— apprehenſion 


n duigeiie, _ | his 


. 


K 
his own partial feelings: Bur ro me, it ita 
thing of the buſ account to be judged by = bu-" 
hen judgment 3—be who judgeth me, it the 
Lord. 1 Cor. iv. Upon this account, I Hall 
not enter into a diſcuſſion of this fiture' 


with every perſon who may be deſitous of 
diſplaying his controverſial talents, and 
making a parade of the anamrrabie argu- 
ments e anch he has picked up in Cate. 
chiſms, or ſuch like elaborate performances. 
I will let him enjoy the victory with 
which he may flatter himſelf, withouteven 
endangering his triumph. But, if I have 
leifure, and my intention continues” the 
ſame, I may, perhaps, ſubmit” to the 
judgment of the public ſome little eſſays, 
upon which his zealous endeavours may not 
be entirely thrown away T. Whatever 

rends 
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+ Since the above was written, I have communicated 
to ſonie judicious friends amongſt the Roman Catholics, 
two little "rrp relative to this ſubject. They ac- 
knowledged them to be fair and candid : nor could they 
deny the truth of the obſervacions therein contained; 
though they would not, perhaps, entirely admit the iw. 
ferences which I drew from them. However, they in- 
nuated that it might appear ungenerous to the impartial 
men of every perſuaſion, if, in the preſent circutniftanices 
of the Roman Catholics in England, 2 perſon who _ 
received his education, amongſt them, 0 was thor 
acquainted with their diſcipline, mould 8 any t 
which might even tend to caſt a ridicute upon it. Thep 
were, was it obſerved, actually making application to 
Government for ſome redreſs; and every liberal mind 
ſeemed diſpoſed to admit the juſtneſs of their petition. 

Would 


. 0 8 

tends to the diſcovery of truth, ſhould be 
received with candour; and when once it is 
made manifeſt, it cannot too readily be 
embraced. Nay, even the very ſhadow of 
it ſhould be purſued, in hopes of obtaining 
the reality atlaſt. Vet, in this, as in every 
other purſuit, we ſhould be moderate and 
diffident ; leſt hurried away by our own 
prejudicated opinions, we aſcribe to others, 
through an intemperate zeal, that guilt of 
obſtinacy, which one day will be imputed 
to ourſelves. | W | 


", 
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Would it not, then, be diſplaying an unchriſtian ſpirit, 
at ſuch a juncture, to revive diſputes which had fo 
often been carried on with unforgiving animoſity, and which 
now ſeemed almoſt entirely to have ſubſided ? To this juſt 
remark I have hitherto acquieſced. An attack of this 
nature, upon a body of men ſtill obnoxious to many indi- 
viduals of the eſtabliſhed Church, might, perhaps, be 
thought to proceed rather from private reſentment, 
from a real regard for truth, I mean not, therefore, to 
give thoſe who are enemies to all religion, a new cauſe of 
exultation at the - diviſions which unfortunately ſubſiſt 
| wr 4y Chriſtians; and ſhall remain filent, unleſs called 
forth by any ungenerous uſage, to ſpeak in my own de- 
* fence, or to vindicate my friends from the illiberal aſper- 
ions of the a or the uninformed. But if they who \ 
are applying for toleration in their own religious ſenti- 
ments, and to be. ſcreened from the oppreſſive hand of 
ſecution, ſhould. at that very time Ffolay a ſpirit of 
intolerance, and-refuſe to grant to others that ſame indul- 
ce they ſo juſtly claim for themſelves; they- cannot, 
=—_ expect that ſuch as feel themſelves eſſentially 
wronged by this injuſtice, ſhall calmly fit down in paſſive 
acquieſcence, and not endeavour to aſſert the rectitude of 
their own conduct, when reflected upon by ſuch incon- 
Aiſtent and diſingenuous zealots. 7 4 
2 | : "Verbal 
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( 9, 1 
Verbal diſputes ſeldom promote the cauſe 
of truth, and too often contribute only to 
breed anĩmoſities and perſonal diſagree- 
ments: In theſe, therefore, I ſhall not 
willingly engage. But when we fit down 
cooly to write our ſentiments, the contro- 
verſy generally becomes more diſpaſſionate. 
Vet, thoſe who have been much converſant 
in Polemics muſt acknowledge, that even 
then, it is very rare to find a diſputant 
who is but juſt equitable to his own cauſe, 
and who treats that of his adverſary with 


real candour and fair- dealing 1. Nor is 
| this 


t The greater part of the authorities which are adduced 
by Controvertiſts to eſtabliſh any point which they under- 
take to prove, is not unfrequently entirely foreign to the 

urpoſe intended. Thus, for example, the paſſage of 
* iii. ſo often cited as a proof that on the day of 
general judgment before the anal diſſolution of the world, 
the whole race of men will be aſſembled together in the 
valley of Joſaphat, has evidently no reference at all to 
that tremendous Cataſtrophe; but regards either the de- 
ſtruction of the Seleucidz, or perhaps more probably, the 
defeat of the army of Cambyles in the valley of Jezrahel. 
See Houbigant and Calmet. In the ſame manner, thoſe 
words of Matt. xviii. He that will not hear the Church, let 
him be unto thee as a Heathen or a Publican, were by no means 
ſpoken of the authority of the Church as an infallible 
gut,, though often quoted in that ſenſe ; but, as appears 

rom a bare inſpection of the text, relate merely to a pri- 
vate diſagreement between two perſons, one of whom 1s 
ſuppoſed to have finned againſt, or to have given offence 
to the other. After various charitable methods propoſed 
in vain, to bring the offender to acknowledge and repair 
the wrong he had done his Brother, the injured party (for 
he that offereth an injury is always moſt implacable) and 


the whole Aﬀembly of Chriſtians, is admoniſhed to "_ 
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tt. part a to be Wed at; idee 
Men pg ſet. forth with. a a firm per Tr 
fion that the opinion, they have embraced 
is is the only true one; and that e every other 
ſentiment, c can be adopted in ap . Irance 
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only. through motives of chaine or, 
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bis company 45 a fomenter of diſcord, an unforgi ying 


jou, continues the text, — von hall bind on. orth, 
Hall be baund in Heaven; and whatever you. ſhall looſe on 
Earth, all be hoſed in Heaven : that is, if you have tkus 
uſed your beſt endeavours to eſfect the ,reconciliation of 
our brether, and he ill refuſes to do you juſtice; : if you 
* him not, neither will he be forgiven in Heaven: 
but if you gain his heart and he deſires to be reconciled, 
and you are fatisfied with the atonement which he 2 
then will his forgiveneſs be ratified in Heaven. So, a 
leaſt, was chis paſſage underſtood by Origen, Theoph laft, 
St. Chryſoſtome, St. Auſtin, and other Ancients. Again; 
the Text which is brought from the ſame Evangeliſt, to 
prove the authority of the ſucceſſors of St. Peter, 7. hou 
art Peter, and upon this Rock I will baild my Church, is by 
maſt of the Fathers underſtood, not of the perſon of that 
Apoſtle; but either of Chritt himſelf, or of the faith which 
St. Peter expreſſed in him as the Son of God, the Redeemer 
cf ,mankind and their Mediator, the end and object of 
the whole Goſpel Diſpenſation. Upon this belief, as upon a 
firm Rock, was his Church to be eſtabliſhed : See St. Gregory 
of Nyſſa, St. Hilary, St. Chryſoſtome, St. — of Alex- 
andria, St. Ambroſe, St. Ge St. Au Origen, 
Ec. cited by Calmet. Hence, whatever may be the rk 
doctrine, Sith reſpect to the points ſuppoſed to be deter- 
mined by the above-mentioned Texts, a queſtion which J 
mean entirely to wave at preſent, it cannot, ſurely, be 
ved from theſe authorities. 

It would be eaſy to produce a thouſand ſimilar inſtances 
of uotations thus miſapplied, from the Aſcetic or Contro- 
verſial writings of every age, and _ different ſociety of 
Chriſtians, So it is that the prejudices that ariſe from 
opinions embraced in early life, often lead aftray the belt 
of men, and will even imperceptibly inſinuate themſelves 
into the Writings of thoſe who wiſh to be molt fair and cau- 
did in their diſquiſitions. - 


at 


( 22 ) 
at beſt, the paſſing | conviction wrought 
by the fallacious arguments of ſophiſtical 
Teachers. Hence many prejudiced Roman 
Catholics have been heard to ſay, that all 
who are not of their Church, are notwith- 
ſtanding, convinced in their hearts of the 
truth of their doctrine: Though others, be 
it faid in juſtice to their more liberal way 
of thinking, do not heſitate to affirm that 
the Man who is truly virtuous in his con- 
duct, and ſincere in hisenquiries and belief, 
is efſentially A GooD MAN; and, as ſuch, 
will be entitled to the benefits of Re- 
demption . te 

225 | And, 


I have known ſome amongſt my Acquaintance, who 
when at liberty to unfold their mind without fear of cen- 
ſure, have candidly acknowledged that it was their private 
belief, that every perſon who was really thus difpoſed, to 
whatever body of Chriſtians he was outwardly attached, 
had equal reaſon with any other, to determine that the 
Faith and practice to which he adhered, was that which 
the Almighty required of his Creatures. The conceſſion 
was ingenuous ; but by a Roman Catholic can never be ad- 
mitted to be Orthodox. Others he will ſay, pang may 
poſſibly believe that they are in the right, but he is ef/ared 
of it, To ſuppoſe it even poſſible that he may be in an 
Error, is to overthrow the very foundation' upon which his 
Faith is built. From this ſyſtem, - doubtleſs, ariſes the 
opinion of many amongſt the ſeſs moderate, that no one 
can be ſaved who does not actually die a Member of their 
Church. If at any time they can be brought to argue on 
this head, they appear, indeed, in ſpeculation to admit 
that every ſincere and virtuous Chriſtian, eſſentially dies 
in the TU Church of Chriſt, by reaſon of the diſpoſitions 
of his heart: But they ſoon reduce this ſeeming liberal 
acknowledgment, to a" metaphyſical cafe ;- by attrming, 
that if there really GEO any ſuch PR" 
4 2 © 


(2 ) 
Anu, ed, my worthy Friend, Belief 
is not to be commanded. It muſt be the 
reſult of Conviction; and Conviction muſt 
be raiſed by motives. The queſtion is not, 
whether Almighty God cannot reveal more 
than the feeble intellects of Man can 
comprehend ; but how far, and in what 
points he has been pleaſed to do it. It is 
an eaſy thing to ſay we believe, when we 
really do not; but to affirm that we do 
believe, what from the motives of Credi- 
bility we do not think revealed, is a falſe- 


hood which a Chriſtian cannot juſtify . 


| pale of the Roman Catholic communion, Almighty God 
| would ſooner ſend an Angel from above to convince him of 
| his error before he died, than permit him to depart this 
life, without being even exteriorly brought over to his 
Flock. Far be it, however, from me to inſinuate that this 
abſurd idea is generally adopted. There are but few, I 
hope, who thus confidently preſume to be acquainted with 
| the ſecrets of Heaven, or to direct the counſels of the 
Almighty ; who point out thoſe, to uſe the words of Job, 
XXXVIIi. 23. whom God reſerves for the day of trouble, for 
the day of Battle and of War. Houb. 


There are ſome of ſo conciliating a diſpoſition, that 
they endeavour to perſuade themſelves, that they believe 
whatever they are not able to diſprove; and are ſatisſied 
with ſaying,” in general terms, that they hold for true 
every thing which is taught-by the Roman Catholic Church. 
But there is a great difference between ſuſpending their 
aſſent,” and actually believing. They are required firmly | 
to believe; not, to withold their judgment. Hence man 
who eſteem themſelves members of that Church, becauſe 
united to it in Worſhip, would be found, if the Situation 
of their mind were impartially examined, not to be ſo in 
| reality. But it muſt be acknowledged much eafier to 
eed thus quietly through life, than to ſubmit to the 
borious taſk of thinking for themſelves, or, at leaſt, of 


acting in conformity to their Feelings, As 
* As 
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As for my part, I believe in God, ſuch 
as he has pleaſed to reveal himſelf to us 
in the Sacred Scriptures ; and whatever elſe 
he has clearly taught therein. I believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt my God and Saviour : And 
that unleſs we lead a Virtuous life, we can 
not be entitled to that ſtate of ineffable 
happineſs which he has promiſed to ſuch 
as obey his Commandments. By him we 
have been aſſured that all who do his will, 
ſhall know his doctrine in every point 
eflentially connected with his glory and 
their ſalvation, Matt. vii. 213 xii. 50, &c.: 
And it cannot be preſumed without blaſ- 
phemy, that Almighty God will ever per- 
mit any finally to miſcarry, who ſeek 
ſincerely to know his will, and who 
practiſe it in their lives. How far this 
is my caſe, let hi determine to whom 
alone I am to ſtand or fall; and to HIN 
alone do I appeal. However Prejudice or 
Paſſion may, at one time of life or other, 
have betrayed me into Errors in ſpeculation 
or Follies in practice, from which few are 
fo highly favoured as to be totally exempt 
yet, my hope is in that Supreme Being 
alone, whoſe friendſhip is my only with, 
and whoſe diſpleaſure is the only calamity 
I fear, Although from partial motives, I 
may occaſionally have been hurried into 
1 wrong; 


(14 
wrong; ſtill 1 ever have reſpected what 
was right. Even where my conduct has 
been faulty, my Religion has been ſincere: 
And this I never will ſacrifice to intereſt 
againſt my conſcience, no more than I will 
my. happineſs, to opinion. This is, then, 
the real ſituation of my mind, and the 
ſum of that belief, which I eſteem alone 
eſſential to a Chriſtian: Yet I leave to each 
the ſame liberty which I claim for myſelf. 
Let us not judge one anotber any more, lays 
the Apoſtle, Ram. xiv. 13. Let not bim 
that eateth, deſpiſe him who eateth not: and 
be that eateth not, let him not judge of him 
that eateth, ib. 3. I therefore hope that I 
ſhall never deſpiſe my brother becauſe he 
differs from me in opinion ; and am even 
firmly perſuaded that the Religions fenti- 
ments of all men of candour and know- 
ledge in every different ſociety of Chriſtians, 
are nearly alike, when they are fairly ſtated, 
and impartially diſcuſſed. Complying in 
outward practice with that eſtabliſhed mode 
of worſhip, -which, according to the lights 
they have received, appears moſt rational, 
they adore God in every Community which 
profeſies to ſerve and worſhip him in ſpirit 
and truth. Charity and univerſal benevo- 
lence are the eſſence of all Religion; for 
be tha, Ap the Law. True piety 


conſiſts 


3 (45 
conſiſts much more in acts of Virtue, than 
in ſublime ſpeculations, which rather tend 
to feed the vanity of man, than to improve 
His heart: And the accurſed are ſent into 
eternal fire, Matt. xxv. not becauſe of their 
want of faith; but becauſe tbe litthe ones 
were hungry, and they gave them not to eat; 
becauſe they were dry, and they gave them 


not to drink. - 
I am indeed convinced that ns whole 
love to his creatures was. ſo exceſſive, 
would never have revealed to them any 
truth eſſential to their happineſs and ſalva- 
tion, but in the cleareſt terms. How far 
I think this is the caſe with reſpect to 
many articles of the Roman Catholic Fairh 
as enforced by preſent diſcipline, will ap- 
pear in ſome future obſervations upon 
them, to which I refer for a further ex- 
planation of my ſentiments in this regard ꝶ. 
You will, perhaps, aſk me; Why then 
have you, in theſe ſentiments, ſo long con- 
tinued in the obſervance of that Diſcipline 
you ſo much reprobate, or in the exerciſe 
of your Functions? Becauſe being validly 
ordained, I ſtill confider myſelf as a Prieſt 
of the Chriſtian Church ; becauſe I LAGO 


— — 


. 


+ The reaſon why this deſign. is laid adde for the 5 
lent, was given in a former note. 
| taught 
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contented heart. . 


( 26 ) 
taught nor | practiſed any thing vicious or 
immoral in the diſcharge of thoſe func- 
tions ; and becauſe ſpeculative difficulties 


1 Whenever I make uſe of any expreſſions in ſpeaking 
of the Roman Catholics, which ſeem ſevere or Kar, f 
not in view what may ſtrictly be called the rarira 
(fee Veron's Reg. Fidei), but the preſent p1sciyLINE 
of their Church. Theſe, it appears to me, they often 
confound together, by excluding from their ſociety every 
member, who will not ſubmitto all their Ceremonial Laws. 
Yet, although in this I cannot but renounce their diſcipline 
as irrational and unjuſt, I reſpect their principles conſidered 
in a Moral light. It is but equity to acknowledge that 
however they may oftentimes have been calumniated 
through ignorance, prejudice, or malice; yet their man- 
ners in general are pure, and they are ſincere in the Religion 
they profeſs. Their prepoſſeſſions in favour of their own 
opinions are violent and ungenerous : But in their lives 
they often practiſe the moſt unfeigned Virtues, - and in their 
Doctrines they inculcate nothing which is either immoral 
in itſelf, or pernicious to ſociety. After ſuch a confeſſion, it 
may be aſked, what poſſibly can be my reaſons for expo- 
fing myſelf to be no longer conſidered as a Member of ſo 
reſpectable a Body! But whoever will peruſe this letter 
with a common degree of attention, will himſelf readily 
form the Anſwer. Becauſe, though their diſcipline is not 
immoral, yet in many inſtances it is oppreſſive, and they put a 
valling vote upon the necks of their dijciples, Acts xy: Be- 
cauſe I ſhould by not acting in this manner, in my preſent 
fituation of mind, be obliged to carry on a double part ; 
teaching to others what I did not believe myſelf, and from 
an outward compliance with a form of worſhip which I 
could not approve, feigning a ſatisfaction in ir which I did 
not feel. Nor could all the ſmiles and friendſhip of the 
many which I may now be expoſed to forfeit, quiet the re- 
proaches of my own heart under the two-fold charge of 


O mulation in my ſentiments, and hypocriſy in my con- 


duct. Whereas, I hope by acting according to my own 


belief and feelings, to be able to derive comfort from re- 


flection; to ſearch for truth without bias, and practiſe Re- 


ligion without Enthuſiaſm ; to perſevere in nothing which 
my conſcieace cannot, juſtify, and to enjoy the innocent 
pleaſures of ſocial and domeſtic life with a grateful and 


a ſhould 
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thould not immediately in ſuch a caſe ren» 
der a perſon totally idle and unactive. This 
would cauſe a total ſtagnation in life, and 
open the door to eternal confuſion. What 
Anarchy would not enſue if Every indivi- 
dual in Society ceaſed” to act, at the very 
moment he entertained a doubt concern- 
ing either the propriety or the obligation 
of the action he was going to perform. 
Sentiments imbibed in carly youth are not 
relinguiſhed without ſome regret : Convic- 
tion operates on the mind but by flow de- 
grees : Neither are ancient habits ſo eaſily 
ſhaken off. And though I may now eſteem 
ſome doctrines or practices of the Roman 
Church reſpectively ill-grounded or ridi- 
culous, I do not therefore think myſelf 
entitled to pronounce them damnable or 
pernicious. Might I not. be allowed to 
add, that the reaſon why ſo many men of 
every perſuaſion, in general reſt contented 
with that mode of religious worſhip, in 
which they have been educated; is, becauſe 
there are few | ſo earneſt as to make the 
ſtudy of Religion the occupation of their 
leiſure hours, and fewer ſtill Who are ſo 
ſincere as to expoſe themſelves to any dif- 
ficulties about their Belief. But is not 
this truly courting that friendſhip of the 
world which is an enmity to God ? W 
. C 0 
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of St. James, iv. 4. Beſides, when a per- 
ſon aims not to be a Chriſtian in his prac- 
tice, . it is a matter of little moment 
to what ſociety of Chriſtians he is at- 
tached: For every duty, however bur- 
denſome, is cafily ſubmitted to by him 
whoſe compliance reaches no farther than 
empty ſpeculation. _ 

A fecond quzre which you will likely 
make; is: Do you, at leaſt, ſtill intend to 
remain in a ſtate of Celibacy ? To this, 
though an invidious queſtion, I candidly 
will anſwer that I probably ſhall not; 
becauſe I mean throughout to act con- 
fiſtently, and to be directed by Circum- 
ſtances, not by Opinion. Indeed, I am 
convinced, that Happy is the Man who 
hath a Virtuoas Wife; Ecclus. xxvi. 1. and 
that Though the union of two friends is great, 
yer thut of a Huſband and Wife is ſlill more 

perfett ; ib. xl. 23. For, Where there 
is No fence, the poſſe Mons ſhall be las 2wafte ; 
and where there ts no Wife, a Mas, fighs in 
ret: See Calmet and Houbigant. I, 
therefore; ſhall eſteem myſelf mcſt happy 


to affociate for life with an ami?vle com- 
pmion, whoſe ſentiments may be conge- 
nial with my on, and Who joflefies thoſe 
qualities which never fail to endear, an 
upright heart, a cultivated mind, and 2; 4 
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eaſy chearful temper. In fine, it is my 
with hence-forward to employ my days in 
being virtuous and happy, having already 
ſpent ſo many in Vain reſearches after the 
means of becoming ſo. 
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4 As I have — declared my Sentiments with 
Regard to the different obſervances of the Roman Church, 
it will be uſeleſs perhaps to mention the Law of Celibacy 
annexed by its diſcipline, either to the Religious or the Ecele- 
ſiaſtical State. Although by a miſtake which pretty gene- 
rally prevails, the Form of Admiſſion on theſe occaſions 
is often ſuppoſed to include, at leaſt an = 0s Vow of 
Contineney; yet ſuch a Vow is not even inſinuated in it. 
This, at leaſt in —— * St. Benedict, i which alone the 
Votary engages to ſubſcribe, is mentioned only as a Virtue 
to be acquired, not as a SY be practiſed, or a tye 
which can never be diſſolved. Moreover ux peculiar cir- 
cumſtances in this regard, have long ſince been well known 
to all for whom this addreſs was principally deſigned. 
Nor is it more explicitly preſcribed to the Candidate for 
Subdeaconſhip : For even then, it contains no more than 
a ſimple promiſe of obſerving the advice of the ordaining 
Biſhop. Hence, whatever may be the opinion of many, 
becauſe in Roman Catholic Countries theſe injunctions 
are efteemed of Indiſpenſable precept; the fact muſt he 
admitted to be ſuch as I have ſtated jt, Neither can any 
gratuitous ſuppoſition erect ĩt into an obligation of a higher 
nature than what the terms themſelves import. This is a 
maxim in every Law both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical: And 
the Learned Veron acknowledges, Reg. Fid.) that all 
the practices of the Univerſal Church are ' not ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh an article of Faith; nor, conſequently, of Cou- 
MUNIoN. | faid above, that the law of Celibacy was 
eſteemed an indi/penſable precept ; but, I alfa ſaid by many. 
An evident proot has lately been held forth to the whole 
Univerſe, that this is not the opinion of 40/0; ſince the Ro- 
man Pontif, when but a few years ſince he diſſolved the 
Society of the Jeſuits, declared them no longer bound to 
any of their Religious Vows, although in that Body they were 
taken. in Explicit terms; but by the Plenitude of his 
power, granted to them all a general diſpeaſation, and 
permitted them to return to a ſecular life. _ - | 
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have long ſince pleaded an Exemption. 


. 

Were I influenced in this by Paſſion 
only; alas! how eafily might every wiſh 
be gratified, and appearances ſtill be ſaved ? 
But I have not yet learnt to a& habitually 
the part of a diſſembler. My enjoyments 


muſt be ſuch as can pleaſe upon Reflec- 


tion: And I never could bid my ſoul 5e 


ſatisfied with happineſs, while my heart was 


racked with anguiſh and remorſe. Yet this 
is not conſidered. It is faith alone about 
which men diſpute; becauſe every one, in 
this may venture to join the cry: Whereas 
a deviation from moral rectitude ſeems 
generally regarded merely as a perſonal 
Concern; and it would appear ridiculous 


to diſquict others for not praQtifing thoſe 


Virtues, to which ourſelves were utter 
ſtrangers. 

This piece of Juſtice to my own feelings, 
will, I hope, not be judged miſplaced in 


the preſent circumſtances. - I am aware 


it will be ſaid by many a devout and pious 
Chriſtian, that I changed my Sentiments 


that I might be at liberty to take a wife: 


Would it not, however, be perhaps more 
charitable and more true to ſay I took a 
wife, becauſe I changed my Sentiments? 
But Charity and Truth are Virtues from 
the practice of which Devotes and Bigots 


You 


621 

Lou will here remind me of aletter which, 
by deſire, I wrote on an occaſion ſomewhat 
Similar to Mr. L The Particulars 
of it, I do not now recollect; but am 
ſatisfied that I ſaid nothing which was not 
ſuggeſted by his peculiar Circumſtances ; 
and made no reflection upon his Conduct, 
which did not ariſe from what then ap- 
peared to me to be the true motive of his 
determination. 

It muſt indeed be confeſſed that the 
motives of many amongſt thoſe who have 
laid aſide the belief and practice in which 
they had been educated, may generally be 
traced through the various Steps by which 
they arrived at their ſuppoſed Conviction. 
Amongſt ſecular perſons, the poſſeſſion of 
an eſtate or title, an increaſe of wealth, or 
other ambitious Views, have often been the 
evident cauſe of their Change: But they 
whom ſuch unjuſtifiable motives could alone 
determine; or who, amongſt any ſet of 
Chriſtians, were a diſgrace to their belief 
by the immorality of their lives, can-never 
be deemed a valuable acquilition to the 
party they embrace, unleſs, by a change 
of Conduct, they evince the dilintereſted- 
.neſ> of their motives. | 
Amongſt the Clergy, a ſupine neglect 
of the duties of their Calling; a total in- 
application 
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application to the Studies of Scripture and 
morality ; a Spirit of Levity, if not of Irre- 
ligion ; and an over-fondneſs for the plea- 
fures and amuſements of a diſſipated life, 
have generally been the forerunners of their 
change: And their behaviour afterwards 
ſeldom proves that their motives were of 
ſo impartial a nature, as they would 


_ willingly. perſuade both the World and 
themſelves. They ſeldom diſplay in their 


lives a greater ſhare either of domeſtic or 
focial Virtues; and very rarely become 
more temperate, more chaſte, more Reli - 
gious; or in any reſpect ſhew themſelves 
better Citizens, or better men. 'This, 


alas! is too frequently the Caſe. How far 


it may be applicable on each particular 
occaſion, we ſhould leave to HI who 
has reſerved to himſelf the right to judge 
who has repeatedly cautioned us NOT To 
CONDEMN, LEST WE BE CONDEMNED: 
For, BY. THE SAME MEASURE, BY 
WHICH WE MEASURE' TO OTHERS, ir 
ALSO SHALL BE MEASURED TO OUR=- 
SELVES. 8 | 

As for my part, it is ſufficiently known 
that my whole life has been taken up in 
an almoſt uninterrupted courſe of ſerious 
occupations; and it is highly. probable 


that I hall ſtill purſue, in great meaſure, 
the 


I 24 } 
the ſame plan. The general tenour of my 
conduct has been ſuch, (for where is the man 
who can aſſert with truth, that he nevet 
failed?) that I have been bleſſed with the 
eſteem and friendſhip of moſt of thoſe in 
every rank and ſet of men with whom 1 
have been connected. Thus much, I be- 
lieve, the various letters which I till have 
in my poſſeſſion from perſons of unqueſ- 
tionable character will evince; nor will 
my worſt enemies, if any I have, refuſe to 
acknowledge. As for the illiberal re- 
fletions which may now be made either 
upon my paſt life, or my preſent determi- 
nation, I from my heart deſpiſe them; and 
can but pity thoſe who ſo little eſteem 
themſelves as to deſcend to ſach contemp- 
tible methods of promoting their malevo- 
dert purpoſes u. . 
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* I am ſorry to ſay that moſt Sectaries, whenever any 
Perſon relinquiſhes the diſcipline of their Society, too 
frequently Manifeſt a Want of Charity and an unforgiving 
diſpoſition very inconſiſtent with the Genuine Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, and the Principles of mutual benevolence and 
toleration, ſo mach cried up 1n this Enhghtened Age. 
They imagine, doubtleſs, that in this they render a ſervice to 
God, John xvi. but they ſhould call to mind, with bitter re- 
membrance, what Deluges of blood have been wantonly 
ſpilt by Fanatics, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
under this ſpecious, but illuſory pretence. He who dif. 
covers even a cool indifference to his ſeparate Brother, merely 
becauſe he differs from him in his Religious Seatiments, 
ſufficiently intimates by ſuch behaviour, that, were his power 
equal to his Enthufiaſm, the 22 Extremities might 
de apprehended from his miſtaken Zeal. 
ao 9 As 
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As I ſtill hope for the favour of your 
correſpondence, if I print any little eſſays 
xclative to Religious Controverſy, I will 
by, the firſt opportunity, communicate 
them to you. Were the Chriſtian Syſtem 
reduced to its, primitive ſimplicity, ſuch as 
it appears in the written word of God, 
freed: from all the idle ſpeculations of 
Men, and diveſted of all the unintelligible 
Creeds and Arbitrary laws obtruded upon 
Chriſtians; we ſhould all, again be of the 
fame faith, and not be perpetually dealing 
about Anathema's againſt each other . 
This is that faith againſt which the 
Gates of Hell were never to prevail, Matt. 
Xvi.; the Knowledge and worſhip of one 
God, and the Incarnation and meritorious 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, the fundamental ar- 


ticles of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, which 


had hitherto been but partially known or. 


t How different was the mild and wiſe Conclufion of 


the firſt council of Jeruſalem held by the Apoſtles, Acts, 
| chap. xv. from the dreadful Anathema's of thoſe which 
were aſſembled in after ages, by their ſucceffors ? OH 


theſe things, ſaid theſe Fathers of their people, (i. e. _—_ 
) 


looked upon in practice as Eſſential and Neceſſary, ver. 2 
and you will do well, adieu. Whereas, the Councils fub- 
ſequent to this, ſoon laid aſide that meck and ſimple ſtyle: 
For in diſputes upon points which were merely ſpeculative 


and beyond the contracted reach of Man's feeble compre- 
henſion, they generally finiſhed their determinations wich 
that tremendous Anathema, Zelieve this, or te acenrfod 


. for Ever. 
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were almoſt entirely obliterated. in the 
minds of men. The belief of theſe ſub- 
lime and comfortable truths was hence- 
forth never to be ſet aſide on Earth: And 
Chriſtians were to form for Ever a Conſi- 
derable and viſible Body, to which all 
mankind ſhould have free acceſs, and which 
was to continue till time ſhould be no 
more . But the misfortune is, that the 
Religion and belief, as it is abuſively called, 
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© * Whoeyer admits. the Exiſtence of a Tribunal 
eſtabliſhed on Earth by Chriſt, which was to be ſecure 
from Error and incapable of Miſtake, muſt, from this 
principle, adopt the Roman Catholic perſuaſion. But many 
may, 2 be convinced that it is no more eſſential to 
have an infallible guide to direct us to a right belief, 
than it is to have an infallible Criterion to direct our taſte 
in the Choice of food, ſome ſpecies of which, however 
beauteous and defirable to the Senſes, are mortal in the 
effects which they produce on the human conſtitution. 
Now, as Almighty has not vouchſafed us in a point 
ſo eſſentially connected with our very exiſtence, any ſuch 
infallible Criterion to diſtinguiſh what is ſalutary, from 
what is poiſonous ; wherefore ſhould we preſume, from a 
ew controverted texts of Scripture, that he had granted 
it to us in matters of ſo much leſs concern? For, whether 
a Man believes or does not believe a few ſpeculative truths ; 
as for example, whether Chriſt is verily and indeed received 
in the Euchariſt by the application of his Merits and Sa- 
tis faction to the faithful Soul, or verily and indeed, in a 
Carporeal and Subftantial preſence, is ſurely a matter of 
no eſſential Concern either to the Glory of God or the 
Exiſtence of Religion and Morality. A perſon who does, 
or does not believe this Article, may equally acquit himſelf 
with ſcrupulous exact. tude, of every Duty; he may wal 
in all tie commands of Ged, withcut reproof; he may, in 
fine, fill Jowe his God above all things, and his Neighbour 
as himjelf, which Chriſt aſſures us, is a perfect completion 
the law and of the Prophets, | 
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of the Generality of men is now built 
upon the Arbitrary doctrines of Theolo- 
gians and Expoſitors, Who explain every 
text of Scripture in the Senſe which fa- 
vours that Syſtem which they have adopted ; 
and not upon the Word of God itſelf, ac- 
cording to its plain and obvious meaning. 
When I refle& upon the Various Inci- 
dents of my paſt life, I often think that I 
can diſcover the finger of a merciful Pro- 
vidence, which makes thoſe very cauſes 
which ſeem moſt likely to contribute to, or 
to occaſion the miſery of its Creatures, co- 
operate to their happineſs. There are ſome 
Circumſtances in it which appear truly 
ſingular; and IThave oftentimes been tempt- 
ed to ſketch out a ſhort account of a Cer- 
tain period of it. But many Scenes of 
Ridicule and oppreſſion, which Candour 
obliges me in great meaſure to aſcribe rather 
to the private paſſions of Individuals, than to 
the Spirit of the Inſtitate, and which I 
muſt in ſuch a caſe eſſentially have record- 
ed, appeared upon recollection ſo perfectly 
abſurd, that I was willing to diſmiſs the Sub- 
ject. It might have given ſome uneaſineſs to 
Perſons whom I really reſpect: And I hope 
I never ſhall forget, that I am at Variance 
with their practices, not with their per- 
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- You will now, I ſuppoſe, no longer con- 
ſider me as a Raman Catholic; yet 1 ſtill 
hope that I am a Catholic Chriſtian, My 
ſole intention is to withdraw myſelf from 
the yoke of ſuch practices, and the belief 
of ſuch articles as appear to me trifling, 
oppreſſive, or ill-grounded. This is a juſt 
diſtinction, though you, perhaps, may not 
admit it 1. Veron himſelf has ſhewn 
in his Regula Fidei, that It is not of faith 
that any human law— Can bind the Conſcience 
under mortal Sin- Though he afterwards 
does away this very aſſertion, by the 
mereſt quibble in nature, But I muſt 
again repeat that it is not my intention to 
engage myſelf in the endleſs maze of Con- 
troverſy, on which ſo much already has 
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+ The worthy gentleman to whom this letter was ad- 
drefſed, aſks me in his reply: Would you then adviſe me 
alſo and your cther Roman Catholic Friends to take the 
ſame Step which you haye done, and imitate the Example 
you have ſet them? I certainly would not by any means, 
whilſt they are perſuaded that Almighty God requires of 
them that they fill adhere to the ſentiments and practices 
in which they have been Educated. We are not to act 
againſt our conſcience, though Erroneous. I never could 
Etteem the man, who, ſway' d by no other motives than thoſe 
of Intereſt or temporal Advantage, ſhoull either accede to 
or abandon the Worſhipof his Fathers: But, on the other 
hand, I muſt for ever reverence and admire thoſe who are 
Sincere in the Religious Sentiments they embrace, how- 
ever different from mine. They who are hypocrites in 
Religion, will be no leſs ſo in Civil life; and with Dif- 
ſemblers it is my Ardent with never to aſſociate. 

been 
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been aid to little purpoſe. Such alterca« 
tions ſerve in general much more to diſ- 
play and perpetuate prejudice and paſſion, 
than to advance the cauſe of Morality and 
Truth. Let every one determine according 
to the lighis he has received, and endea- 
vour, above all things, to rep up the Unity 
of the Spirit in the bond Peace. 1 pheſ. iv. 
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5 8 mie, Bran Six, with real 
Eſteem and nem. | 


1 9 
4 
. 


i i 


221 our N obl "Oy 5, 


5 00 59 
Obedient humble Servant, 
7 TS + - = - = = #* 


